“Human connection and
storytelling are powerful
tools for impact.”

-Participant reflection

On September 17-18, 2026 CUGH held From Evidence to Impact: A Science Communication
Workshop in Washington, DC.

Over the course of the two-day event, graduate students, faculty, early-career investigators, and
health care workers learned—and applied—techniques from award winning journalists to help
them connect through stories, craft a compelling pitch to a reporter, and navigate the pitfalls of
misinformation and disinformation that prevent science breakthroughs from reaching the people
who need them the most.

Participants left the workshop with more confidence in their ability to write a persuasive article
and talk about their work to a member of the media. They committed to taking a concrete action
within the next 30 days to communicate about their work, such as writing an op-ed, reaching out
and pitching a story to a journalist, or starting a blog or podcast.

For CUGH, From Evidence to Impact was just one step toward building a cadre of effective
communicators in the health and science fields. CUGH will continue working with its members to
ensure that communication skills are integrated into global health curricula and treated with the
same importance as research skills.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN GLOBAL HEALTH

“Journalists are invaluable partners to RESEARCHERS LEARN TO THINK LIKE JOURNALISTS?
global health practitioners and
researchers. Don’t discount their
capacities as storytellers and our
shared commitment to meaningful
human impact.”

-Participant reflection

Read the full workshop
recap here.


https://cugh.nyc3.cdn.digitaloceanspaces.com/icons/Workshop-Newsletter-Feature_28Sept2026-3.pdf

SAMPLE AGENDA
DAY 1 | SCIENCE COMMUNICATION STRATEGIES

Morning Sessions

. Participant arrival and check-in

« Welcome and introductions

- Opening scene-setter

. Panel session: effective communication skills and evidence-informed communication

strategies
Afternoon Sessions
. Small group sessions: Example skills areas for small groups:
foundational learning . Storytelling and persuasive communications
. Summary of the day - Engaging with the media
. Participant reflections and - Engaging with policymakers
feedback - Using new media

DAY 2 | ADDRESSING MIS- & DISINFORMATION

Morning Sessions

- Day 1 recap and reflections
. Panel session: misinformation and disinformation in global health
. Small group sessions: applied learning

Afternoon Sessions

. Smal! group sessions: applied Example skills areas for small groups:
learning . Storytelling and persuasive communications

- Summary of the day . Engaging with the media

- Closing remarks and reflections . Engaging with policymakers

- Participant evaluations . Using new media
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